
 

On Monday, May 24, 2010, members of San Diego La Raza Lawyers Asso-

ciation gathered at El Camino Restaurant in Little Italy to exchange business 

cards, mingle and meet a candidate for state-wide office.   

Rocky Delgadillo, former City Attorney of Los Angeles, spoke to the group 

about his passion for public service as well as his roots in the Los Angeles 

community. Rocky became the highest ranking Latino to win citywide 

office in more than 100 years when he was elected Los Angeles City 

Attorney in June 2001.   

Nearly 50 La Raza members and colleagues attended the mixer, 

exchanging business cards 

and discussing practice ar-

eas.  Although the flight path 

interrupted Rockyôs remarks, 

he took it in stride.  Rocky 

discussed his candidacy for 

Attorney General and about 

the importance of experience 

in this election.  (San Diego La Raza 

Lawyers Association has not endorsed any candidate 

for state-wide office, nor has any such request for 

endorsement been made.)    

Dragoo Also Serves MANA Board Well  
La Raza Board Member Marissa Dragoo also dedicates her time to serving the needs 
of the Latina population through MANA de San Diego.  Currently, she is the director 

for the Hermanitas Program of MANA de San Diego - the largest Latina mentorship 
organization in the U.S.  The program serves more than 80 girls between the ages of 

12 and 18 in more than 40 San Diego area schools.  When Marissa joined the organi-
zation as a volunteer mentor, there were 60 professional women dedicating their 

time and energy to mentoring sixty girls ages 12 -18.  Under Marissaôs leadership, 
mentor and Hermanitas participation increased by nearly 30%.   She implemented 

numerous programs including a college preparation program for high school juniors 

and seniors, a parent committee, a support system for the volunteer mentors, and a program designed 
to expose the Hermanitas to fine arts. By forming partnerships and alliances with local non -profit and 

for-profit organizations, Marissa increased program visibility and underwriting and she was recently 
featured on Shades of San Diego on Cox Cable Channel 4.  See Page 4 for more information on Manaôs 

Brindis Gala on June 19, 2010. 

May Mixer Features Business Cards, Sangria, and State Wide Candidate 
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Law Day:   Opportunity for Community Service  
SDLRLA, through a generous sponsorship from Union Bank, will be hosting Law Day in Chula Vista this coming Sun-

day, June 6, 2010.  Law Day provides an opportunity for community members to speak with attorneys in various fields. 

We are still in need of volunteers.  If you would like to volunteer your services, please contact Board member Silvia 

Garcia by phone at (760) 739-7900 or by email at sgarcia@garciabirge.com  

L to R: Gerardo Gonzalez; Rocky;  
Pablo Palomino; and Marcella McLaughlin 

Board member Marco Torres and Rocky dis-
cuss the issues facing California 

(Above, Rocky addresses membership.) 
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President  
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President Nadia Bermudezõs Message 
Dear Members:  I am excited to announce our Third Annual Reception for the Judiciary.  For those 

of you that have attended this event in the past, you know it is a great event to get to know our 

local judiciary.  This year, Best, Best & Krieger LLP returns as our host of the event since hosting 

the inaugural reception in 2008.  We thank Eran Marie Bermudez for coordinating this event at her 

law firm.  We are looking forward to seeing our members and hearing words from California Su-

preme Court Associate Justice Carlos Moreno, who has supported this tradition since its incep-

tion.  RSVP to: larazalawyers@gmail.com or to me at: (619) 564-8401.  Thank you! - Nadia 
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Lawyer Representatives 
Sought by Court 
The Southern District of Califor-

nia will be selecting several new 

Lawyer Representatives for three-

year terms.  The procedures for 

selection of Lawyer Representa-

tives, as well as an application, 

�F�D�Q���E�H���I�R�X�Q�G���R�Q���W�K�H���&�R�X�U�W�¶�V���Z�H�E��
site, www.casd.uscourts.gov.  

Any attorney interested in apply-

ing should complete the applica-

tion and submit such application 

along with (1) a current resume 

that is no longer than two pages, 

and (2) a brief statement of inter-

est and qualifications.  Interested 

attorneys may send their applica-

tions to Ted Fates, President of 

FBA San Diego, c/o Allen Mat-

kins, 501 West Broadway, 15th 

Floor, San Diego, CA 92101. Ap-

plications must be submitted no 

later than July 30, 2010. Please 

�Q�R�W�H�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H�� �H�Q�Y�H�O�R�S�H�� �³�/�D�Z�\�H�U��
Representative Application En-

�F�O�R�V�H�G���´�� 

 �/�D�Z�\�H�U�� �5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�Y�H�V�¶��
duties include attending and ac-

tively participating in the annual 

Ninth Circuit Judicial Conference, 

the annual District Conference of 

the Southern District, regular 

meetings of Lawyer Representa-

tives in the District and public 

events at the District Court, as 

well as organizing and actively 

participating in various special 

projects each year. All Lawyer 

Representatives are expected to 

attend the Ninth Circuit Judicial 

Conference and the District Con-

ference each year. Those not 

planning to attend a conference 

will be asked to explain in writ-

ing to the Chief Judge their rea-

sons for not attending. Any inter-

ested attorney with questions 

regarding the role and responsi-

bilities of the lawyer representa-

tives may contact the current co-

chairs, John Scherling (619)238-

3545 or Meryl Maneker (619) 

236-9600. 


