
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
27th Annual Dinner

Dear LRLA Members and Supporters,

This is my last message as President of
your Association.    It has been an invalu-
able learning experience serving as your
President for the past year. I would like to
take this opportunity to thank each and
every one of our members for making 2006
a great year for LRLA. This past year we
have worked hand in hand with our law
schools, other legal and community organi-
zation, judges and our elected officials. As we continue to grow and
get more involved in our community, I have come to the realization
that our association has changed the way LRLA is perceived within
our community. By reaching out to the Community and elected
officials, we have shown our commitment to the future of Raza and
our quest for equality in this County. 

I am proud of what we have accomplished so far, but we are not
done yet.  We have many more walls we need to tear down. The
Executive Board and I have been committed to do the best we can
to represent you but, we can’t do it alone. Some of our accomplish-
ments this year has been working closely with law enforcement and
other community organizations, working with Latinas in the Law,
the Legal Observer program, the Judges forum and elected officials
night just to name a few. I thank you and urge each of you to get
more involved this coming year by attending the monthly meeting
and volunteering to assist in our various committees. Together we
can accomplish a lot more.

Once again, thank you for your support, assistance and the 
opportunity to represent you this past year.

Sinceramente,

Victor M. Nuñez
President
San Diego La Raza Lawyers Association



KEYNOTE SPEAKER
ALBERTO TORRICO

CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY

Alberto Torrico was elected to the California State
Assembly in November 2004 to represent the 20th
Assembly District, which includes Fremont, Newark,
Union City, Milpitas and parts of San Jose, Hayward,
Castro Valley and Pleasanton. 

Torrico’s parents are immigrants from Bolivia and his
mother is of Japanese descent. In April 2006, he was
elected to chair the Asian Pacific Islander Legislative
Caucus. He is also an active member of the Assembly
Latino Caucus.

Torrico has chaired the Assembly Committee on Public
Employees, Retirement and Social Security throughout his tenure in the Legislature. In
2005, he played a leading role in identifying flaws in Gov. Schwarzenegger’s proposal
to privatize public pensions. Assemblymember Torrico has authored four pension-reform
bills, including measures to address disability fraud as well as the rising and unpre-
dictable costs of public pensions.

Assemblymember Torrico was named Legislator of the Year for 2005 by several groups,
including the California State Firefighters’ Association, the American Electronics
Association, the Peace Officers Research Association of California (PORAC) and the
California Association of Independent Grocers and Convenience Stores.
In 1991, Torrico became the first member of his family to graduate from college when
he earned his Bachelor of Science degree in political science from Santa Clara
University. He went on to earn a J.D. at the University of California Hastings College of
the Law in 1995.  Torrico chose public service as the best way to honor his parents’
example.

Assemblymember Torrico worked in private practice from 1996 to 1999, before he
began his public-service career as a policy aide for the Santa Clara County Board of
Supervisors.  As a policy aide, he focused on criminal justice and transportation issues,
including working to extend BART to San Jose.

Torrico served three years as an elected member of the Newark City Council, including
a stint as Vice Mayor, before being elected to the California State Assembly in
November 2004.  Torrico serves as Assistant Majority Whip and is a member of the
Assembly committees on Transportation, is Chair of the Government Organizations
Committee, is part of the Speaker’s Leadership Team, is the Director of Majority
Affairs, Housing and Community Development, and Governmental Organization.
Torrico also serves on a number of community boards, including Second Chance and
Kidango, and the advisory boards of Justice for New Americans and the Alameda
County Hispanic Chamber of Commerce.

Assemblymember Torrico lives with his wife Raquel 5 1/2-year old son, Mateo, and
nearly 2-year-old daughter, Amy-Elyzabeth, in Newark.



EVENING PROGRAM

COCKTAIL RECEPTION     5:30-7:00 p.m.
Music by Mariachi Juvenil de San Diego

*
7:00 p.m. WELCOME

Salvador Rivera, Master of Ceremonies
Reporter, KGTV News

*
DINNER 

*
PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS

Victor Nuñez
President, 2005-2006

*
PRESIDENT’S AWARD

Introduction: Victor Nuñez
Recipient: TBA

*
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

Presented by: Clarice Estrada & Pablo Palomino
*

COMMUNITY AWARD
Clare Maudsley

Introduction: Lilia Garcia
*

INVESTITURE OF INCOMING BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 2006-2007
Honorable Jerry Sanders, Mayor of City of San Diego

*
RECOGNITION OF SPONSORS

Introduction: Nadia Bermudez
*

EVENT SPONSORS
Rosner & Mansfield LLP’s Auto Fraud Legal Center

*
EXECUTIVE SPONSORS

Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek. A Law Corporation
Luce Forward Hamilton & Scripps, LLP

*
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

ALBERTO TORRICO
California State Assembly

*
CLOSING REMARKS

VIRGINIA CALDERON
Incoming President 2006-2007

*
Featuring Musical Entertainment by

Ruben Pantoja “Pure Energy”



2007 BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
SAN DIEGO LA RAZA LAWYERS ASSOCIATION  

OFFICERS 

Virginia Calderón, President
Rosner & Mansfield LLP’s Auto Fraud Legal Center

Nadia Bermudez, Vice President
Brown Law Group

Sergio Feria, Treasurer
Law Office of Sergio Feria, Esq.

Clarice Estrada, Secretary
Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek

Linda Brown, Parliamentarian
Office of the Public Defender Office

George Aguilar, Judicial Chair
United States Attorney’s Office

Victor Nuñez, Immediate Past President
San Diego County District Attorney’s Office

REPRESENTATIVES

Lilia Garcia, State Representative - California La Raza Lawyers Association
Office of the California Attorney General

Ruben Arizmendi- Hispanic National Bar Association
Ruben F. Arizmendi & Associates

DIRECTORS

Alex Balvaneda, Office of the Public Defender

Ana A. De Santiago, San Diego County District Attorney’s Office

Silvia Garcia, Law Offices of Garcia & Birge

Yvette Lopez-Cooper, Law Offices of Yvette Lopez-Cooper

Pablo Palomino, Palomino Law Firm

Lorena Slomanson, Simpson & Moore LLP

Victor Torres, Esq., Law Office of Victor Torres



2006 Dinner Committee
Clarice Estrada, Chair

Nadia Bermudez, Virginia Calderón, Tiffany Bailey, Ana A. De Santiago
Lilia Garcia, Victor Nuñez, Pablo Palomino, Lorena Slomanson, 

Carlos Varela

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS AND SUPPORTERS

EVENT SPONSOR
Rosner & Mansfield LLP’s Auto Fraud Legal Center

EXECUTIVE SPONSORS
Seltzer Caplan McMahon Vitek

Luce Forward Hamilton & Scripps, LLP

PRESENTING SPONSORS
Perez & Wilson, LLP

TABLE PATRON SPONSORS
Brown Law Group, California Western Law School, Guevara Phippard &

James, The Gomez Law Firm, San Diego County Deputy District Attorneys,
National Latino Peace Officers Association, Thomas Jefferson Law School,

Union Bank of California, University of San Diego Law School

Organizations and Public Law Firms Represented
California La Raza Lawyers Association

Hispanic National Bar Association
Deputy Sheriffs’ Association of San Diego County

Assistant United States Attorneys
California State Deputy Attorneys General

San Diego County Deputy District Attorneys
San Diego County Deputy Public Defenders

San Diego Deputy City Attorneys
San Diego County Bar Association

Federal Defenders of San Diego
National Latino Peace Officers Association, San Diego County Chapter

WINE DONATED BY
Auday Arabo, President and CEO, 

California Independent Grocers & Convenience Stores

RAFFLE ITEMS DONATED BY
KyXy 96.5 Radio’s Sam Bass, San Diego Prestige Exotic & Luxury Car Rentals

& Donovan’s Steak House



SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE 2006

Pablo Palomino, Chair
Hon. Patricia Garcia, Hon. Esteban Hernandez, Lilia Garcia,

Clarice Estrada, Gil Gonzalez, Helen Yapura.

LA RAZA LAWYERS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS FOR 2006
La Raza Lawyers Is Proud To Award Scholarships

To The Following Law Students

JACOB R. ROMERO 1L USD, $1,000
B.A. Political Science and History UCSD 2005, Summa Cum Laude

Originally from El Paso, Jacob grew up along Ciudad Juarez amidst the stark realities of poverty,
kidnappings, and drugs. He became self-sufficient and help care for his family at 17 when his
mother was diagnosed with breast cancer. As an undergrad Jacob worked full time, regularly wak-
ing at 4 a.m. to make his shift at Starbucks. Yet, he graduated Summa Cum Laude and maintained
Provost’s Honors for six quarters. Jacob quickly ascended to Store supervisor at Starbucks and
went beyond mere employment to participate in community and environmental endeavors such as
Toys for Tots and environmental clean-up initiatives that have directly benefited the Latino com-
munity. He became certified under the company’s Coffee Master program, and has championed
the fair trade of coffees from third world countries.  Jacob is currently the Treasurer for La Raza
at USD and Student Body Association Rep. He has also received the Dean’s Outsanding Scholar
Award for 2006.

LISA MURRILLO 1L CWSL, $1,000
B.A. Political Science Loyola Marymount University 2004

Originally from Gardena, California, Lisa was raised by a single mother. Her oldest brother died
from Leukemia at the age of 7. In tenth grade she became the proud mother of her son Rami. Lisa
enrolled in a continuation school for teens and managed to graduate on time with her class. She
attended community college part-time and eventually graduated from Loyola Marymount
University. At Loyola, Lisa was a law clerk for the Children’s Law Center where she worked
closely with families and children in the foster care system. Lisa is currently a substitute teacher
and is enrolled in law school part-time. Lisa has been a Teacher for the Street Law Program and
has worked extensively within several school districts. She has also been a t-ball and soccer
coach.  

ELIZABETH GONZALEZ 2L CWSL, $1,000
B.A. Political Science and Chicana/o Studies UCLA 2003
M.A. Latin America/Iberian Studies UCSB 2005

Originally from Santa Rosa, Elizabeth is the current Vice President of Amnesty International, a
member La Raza Law Students Association and a member of PILF and a recipient of a summer
grant from them. Elizabeth has been involved in field research within the Tijuana maquiladoras
and has advocated for the prevention of violence against women in Ciudad Juarez. Her Masters
thesis was entitled, “Maquiladoras Murders of Ciudad Juarez”. Her past experiences also involve
work for MALDEF championing immigration and labor issues in Washington D.C. at congres-
sional hearings or locally through litigation and direct client services. Elizabeth has extensive
awards and honors from UC Santa Barbara. She had the strength to overcome an autoimmune dis-
ease which severely impaired her ability to attend school and carry on with a normal life.
Elizabeth is the first in her family to graduate from college.  She’s had the opportunity to study
abroad in Greece and Turkey and has worked closely with high school students through CYLC. 



JOSE OROZCO 1L CWSL, $1,000
B.A. Political Science and Philosophy SDSU 2006

Born in Mexico Jose has an amazing story of survival and struggle. At a tender age his family
moved to this country undocumented. By age 13, Jose lost both parents to cancer. With little guid-
ance he dropped out of high school and pursued what he describes as a “negative life of reckless
living.” Jose turned his life around while working at Jack in the Box as a shift leader. He obtained
his GED, completed City College and went on to graduate from SDSU with double majors. Jose
became a citizen during his undergrad years at SDSU. Jose is a co-director of a grass roots non-
profit focusing on investigating fraud and scams perpetuated on the public. He is also an AYSCO
youth Coach and is an active mentor, working hard to empower and motivate students to pursue
higher education. 

GABRIELA M. TORRES 3L CWSL, $1,000
B.S. International Business University of San Francisco 2003

Gabriela was born in San Diego and raised in Barrio Logan and Sherman Heights. In her youth,
Gabriela lost her 16-year old brother in a drive-by shooting. Consequently, she became committed
to ending the cycle of youth gang violence by spending hundreds of hours tutoring and mentoring
Latinos at the Sherman Heights Community Center. During her undergraduate years, Gabriela was
deeply involved with college mentoring programs. She has championed tenant rights before the
San Diego City Council. Gabriela has also been involved with the Legal Observer program moni-
toring the activities of the minutemen, she has been a Legal Intern for EEOC The California
Innocence Project, and the Public Defender of San Diego.

ANTOINETTE GONZALEZ 1L TJSL, $500
B.A. American Studies UCSC 1999

Antoinette was raised in the impoverished neighborhoods of Fresno. She has a substantial and
extensive list of community involvement. Some highlights include work with victims of sexual
assault and domestic violence prevention through various non-profit and grass roots organizations.
At Santa Cruz she was deeply involved with faculty as a research assistant. She also assisted stu-
dents in their transition to university life as an advisor in programs such as Summer Bridge,
Upward Bound and as a peer advisor with EOP and as a Graduate Assistant. She is also a fierce
champion of LGBT equality issues through various efforts on and off campus and a strong advo-
cate of HIV education. 

ROSE M. CARRION 3L USD, $500
B.A. Psychology UC Berkeley 2003

Rose is originally from Montebello, California, As an undergrad Rose mentored and tutored at-
risk youth for the language learning program at Berkeley High School. Rose is deeply involved in
Law School. She is currently the Chairperson for the Diversity Committee, Secretary for the
Public Interest Law Foundation, and Law Student Liaison for San Diego La Raza Lawyers
Association. Having encountered the immediate dangers of chemical spills in her community as a
child, she hopes to become an integral part of the environmental justice movement as a public
interest attorney. Rose has interned at the Center for Public Interest Law where she had the oppor-
tunity to advocate for consumers by monitoring the California Board of Registered Nursing and
the California Department of Insurance. She has also interned at Neighborhood Legal Services of
Los Angeles County, Family Law division. Currently Rose is an Administrative Hearing Officer
through USD School of Law’s Administrative Hearing Program.    

LA RAZA LAWYERS SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS FOR 2005 
The following students are awarded $1000 Scholarships  

(Continued)



The Goals of the Association are:

• Increase the overall number of Latinos in the legal profession.
• Advocate for the promotion and retention of Latino and Latina attorneys

and judicial officers.
• Improve the professional skills of our members through our certified

MCLE programs.
• Provide for the professional and social interaction among our members and

other organized bar associations.
• Improve the delivery of legal assistance to the county’s Spanish speaking

community. 
• Provide role models to county’s Latino youth through direct interaction

with students and school districts and as mentors to law students.
• Strongly voice positions on judicial, economic and social issues to political

leaders and state and local bar associations on behalf of the San Diego
Latino community.



Pérez & Wilson LLP,
a proud sponsor, congratulates
La Raza Lawyers on 27 years 
of service to the community!

www.perezwilson.com

1420 Kettner Boulevard, Suite 600 
San Diego, CA 92101 ~ 619.702.8044



Brown Law Group
congratulates

on her appointment as
2006-2007 Vice President

San Diego La Raza Lawyers Association

A L a w  C o r p o r a t i o n  

Is Proud To Be The Executive Sponsor Of  

SSAANN DDIIEEGGOO LLAA RRAAZZAA
LLAAWWYYEERRSS AASSSSOOCCIIAATTIIOONN’’SS

2277tthh AAnnnnuuaall SScchhoollaarrsshhiipp
aanndd AAwwaarrddss DDiinnnneerr

Gregory A. Vega Joseph P. Martinez II 
Jason M. Santana Clarice A. Estrada 

A L a w  C o r p o r a t i o n  
750 B Street, Suite 2100, San Diego, CA 92101 

619.685.3003 Fax 619.685.3100 
www.scmv.com



California IGCS 
is proud to support

the San Diego La Raza
Lawyers Association
the San Diego La Raza
Lawyers Association



PABLO C. PALOMINO
ATTORNEY AT LAW

1420 KETTNER BLVD., SUITE 600
SAN DIEGO, CA 92101

PALOMINO LAW FIRM

ESTATE PLANNING,TRUST AND PROBATE LAW

(619) 696-0778 • FAX (619) 696-0889 • EMAIL PABLO@PALOMINOLAW.COM




